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Student Laboratory Packet 

Identifying Blood Cells 
A Laboratory Activity for the Living Environment 

Identify blood cells using microphotographs 

You will be using photographs of human blood cells (found on 

page 5) contained in a human blood smear. A blood smear is 

made by spreading a drop of blood thinly across a microscope 

slide. The smear is then stained and photographed using a 

microscope. Staining makes the blood cells more visible and more 

easily photographed 
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c. Estimate the number of red blood cells under low 

power in the photograph on page 5 
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In the space provided, draw a few platelets as they appear in the photographs. 

Keep their size in scale with the red blood cells you drew earlier 

g. Estimate the number of white blood cells under low power in the photograph on page 5 

e. Estimate the number of platelets under low power in the photograph on page 5 
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