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The Benefits of Using Naviance 
 
 

Naviance Family Connection is a valuable tool for the Kenmore East community.  The program 

creates an online portfolio of your child’s interests, strengths, and experiences, culminating in a post- 

secondary plan that outlines his or her goals upon graduation.  As sophomores, students take the first step 

in post-secondary planning—getting to know themselves.  They complete inventories that assess their 

learning styles and personality types.  The results of these inventories are stored in Naviance, so that the 

students, their parents, and their school counselors can access them.  The results are comprehensive, giving 

students an in-depth explanation of their strengths and their potential blind spots, as well as possible 

career choices. 

Students can then take the next step in post-secondary planning—uncovering their interests and 

skills.  Naviance provides a career interest inventory and a quiz that determines  what career clusters they   

may be interested in.  After getting the results from these inventories, students can use the Naviance 

program to explore their potential careers, including the tasks and skills of that career, education 

requirements, and salary range.  Given that students’ interests often change and develop, students can 

retake these interest inventories at any time. 

In their junior year, students begin the college search process.  The Naviance program is an 

invaluable tool that streamlines the research process, allowing students to use GPAs, test scores, and 

potential majors or careers to find schools that match their needs.  Students can conduct an in -depth 

search for schools by location, size, religious affiliation, academic programs, athletics, competitiveness 

(in admissions), racial diversity and cost.  Naviance will give profiles of most colleges, including  

admissions requirements, deadlines, tuition cost, financial aid information, and an overview of student 

life. Tools on Naviance also allow students to compare their GPA and test scores with the average 

GPAs and test scores of other Kenmore East students that were accepted at particular schools.  This 

allows students to see if they have a viable list of potential colleges.  Other tools will suggest schools 

for students based upon the students’ GPA and scores, or based upon the students’ current list of 

potential schools.  At this time, students who may be entering the workforce after high school can also 

use Naviance to update their resumes and search for potential careers.  Naviance streamlines the 

college and career search and research process with a wealth of information and tools. 

As seniors, students will use the Naviance program to apply to the schools of their choice.  Most 

schools now accept applications online, either through the Common Application website or through their 

own individual website.  Seniors at Kenmore East will use Naviance to request teacher recommendations and 

link their Naviance account to their Common Application account.  This process allows the counseling 

department to send all of the students’ information electronically, saving money, paper, and time.  On 

Naviance, the counseling department also posts the schedule for visits from college representatives, as well 

as timelines for both juniors and seniors.   

Naviance Family Connection is a valuable tool for post-secondary planning.  It allows students to 

explore their learning style, personality type, career interests, and potential college plans.  We encourage 

parents to become familiar with the system and support their children’s endeavors through Naviance. 



 

 

Getting on Naviance 
 
 

To create an account on Naviance Family Connection, parents/guardians of students need to 

know their registration code for the Naviance website.  If you do not have your registration code, please 

contact the counseling office. 

Once you have your registration code, you may access Naviance Family Connection by going to the  
Kenmore East website.  Go to http://www.kenton.k12.ny.us/Domain/254.  Click on “Counseling Center” 
on the left of the page and then “Naviance Family Connection.”    

Once you have clicked on the link you will see the Family Connection log in page.  Click on the “I  

need to register” link.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On this page enter the registration code you were given to register. 
Once you have entered your code number, you will be prompted to complete your 
registration by providing an email address and creating a new password. The email address 
will become your login username. 

 

 

This is our home screen for juniors, each grade level has a different home screen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

“About Me” Tools 
 
During his or her freshman year, your child will create a Naviance account and complete an inventory. 

Your student may also have begun working on his or her resume.  This function allows students to enter 

their relevant skills, academic achievements, and work experience.  We recommend that students 

continue updating their resume each year to add more activities and experiences.  You can access your 

child’s resume by clicking on the “resume” link. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Career Exploration Tools 
 
 

In your child’s sophomore year we explore potential career paths. The “career interest profiler” asks your 

child a series of questions designed to determine what types of careers he or she might be interested in.  

The results of the quiz will give your child a list of potential careers.  You or your child can explore the 

daily tasks, skills, education requirements, and average salaries of these careers by clicking on them.   

You can view the results of your child’s career interest profiler by clicking on the “careers” tab and the 

“career interest profiler” link. 
 

Another tool is the career “cluster finder.”  This tool assesses your child’s favorite activities, school 

subjects, and personal qualities to determine which career clusters he or she may be interested in. 

After getting their results, students can explore the career clusters on Naviance. You can view your 

child’s results by clicking on the “cluster finder” link and viewing the previous survey results.  Given that 

students’ interests frequently change and develop, students can retake this cluster finder or career 

interest profiler at any time. 

 
When exploring jobs or career clusters, the “overview” of careers gives a brief job description, as well as 

related majors and colleges that offer that major. 

 



 

 
 

Researching colleges on Naviance 

 
The Naviance program is a valuable tool in the college search process.  Students may want to explore 

colleges by going back to their previous “career interest inventory” results to see what colleges offer 

programs for their prospective careers.  Another starting point for the college search process is to use 

the “college search” tool on Naviance.  This tool allows you to search for colleges based upon location, 

size, competitiveness (in admissions), religious affiliation, academics, athletics, cost, and other 

considerations.  You can redo this search as many times as you like, entering different preferences each 

time.   The tool is available under the “colleges” tab and the “college search” link. 

 
 
 



 

The search function asks for your child’s preferences on a number of factors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An alternative to the college search tool is the SuperMatch college search tool. This tool allows you to 

search on 22 different criteria and get instant results.  This tool is available under the "colleges" tab and 

the SuperMatch college search  link. 
 
 

Search (4,168 schools available)  a SuperMatch 
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Click 
Click a criteria item to the left and 
enter your data to get started. 

 

Rank 
Rank how important each of your 
criteria items is to your decision. 

 

Shazamm! 
Check out the results and find 
schools that are right for you! 

 
PATENT PENDING 

 

Check out  this video for a 
quick demo! 
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Another useful tool on Naviance is the “College Lookup” tool.  Also available under the colleges tab, this 

tool allows you to view in-depth information about colleges that your child may be interested in.  The 

“lookup” page gives contact information for the school, as well as a link to their website.  

 

Click on the “Graph” link to see a scattergram that shows where your child’s scores fall in relation to other 

students who were either accepted, rejected, deferred, or waitlisted at this school. The “School Stats” link 

gives an in-depth application history that Kenmore East has with this school.  

 

Click on the “Overlaps” link to see a list of other schools that students frequently apply to when they 

apply to this school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The “How You Compare” chart will compare your child’s GPA 

and scores with the average scores of Kenmore East students 

who were accepted to the school.  If the school’s scores are in 

green, then your child has scores and GPAs that are above 

average for the school. 

 
 

Under “General Info” you will find the application history that 

Kenmore East has with the school, as well as other background 

information.  Click on the other headings here (Admissions, 

Financial Aid, Majors and Degrees, Student Life) to find out more 

about the school. 



 

Once your child has an idea of what schools he or she is interested in, those schools can be added to 

your child’s list of “Colleges I’m thinking about.”  This list can be updated at any time. 

 

 

 

The “College compare” tool is another way to compare your child’s GPA and test scores with up to 10 

schools at a time. 

 

 



 

Naviance and the Application Process 
 
 

Many colleges have streamlined their application process by using the online version of the Common 

Application.  This application is available at the website:  www.commonapp.org.  The first step in the 

application process is for students to create an account on this website.  Once students have created an 

account, they can begin filling out the application.  The Common Application only needs to be filled out 

once—the information will be saved for every school to which the student is applying. 

 
The next step in the application process is done on Naviance Family Connection.  Once students have 

logged in to their Naviance account, they can click on the “colleges” tab and the “colleges I’m applying 

to” link.  Once they do this, the FERPA privacy notice will appear on the screen.  Students can either 

waive or not waive their right to view their teacher and counselor recommendations, and give the school 

permission to release their records.  Students should also enter their commonapp.org username and 

password. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The counselors recommend that students waive their right to access to allow them to write a 

recommendation. 

http://www.commonapp.org/


 

Once students have completed the FERPA privacy notice, colleges will be added to their list of 

“colleges I’m applying to” by the counseling department.  Students must fill out the Transcript 

Request form in order for a transcript to be sent. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If teacher recommendations are needed, the teachers should be first asked in person, and then 

entered into Naviance.  This can be done by clicking on the “add/cancel requests” link under 

“Teacher Recommendations.” 


