
We educate, prepare, and inspire all students to achieve their highest potential.

KENMORE-TOWN OF TONAWANDA
UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING

JUNE 13, 2017

COMPREHENSIVE REPORT ON 
BALANCED LITERACY AND 

THE AMERICAN READING FRAMEWORK



    Balanced Literacy and the American Reading Framework
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HOW DID WE GET TO 
AMERICAN READING



Student Performance

3-8 ELA



Consistency in Readers and Writers Workshop
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The Workshop Model Framework



READING AND THE 
BALANCED LITERACY BLOCK



The Balanced Literacy Block



Reading Components of the Balanced Literacy Block



Independent Level Reading

Type Meaning

Independent 
Level

● This is personalized reading.  

● This reading level indicates what a child can successfully read 
without teacher support.  



Instructional Level Reading

Type Meaning

Instructional 
Level

● This is personalized instruction in reading.  This reading level 
indicates what a child can successfully read with teacher 
support.  

● If the child is independently an on- or above-level reader, the 
instructional level will be above grade level.

● If the child is independently a below-level reader, the 
instructional level will be on or below grade level (depending on 
how far below the child is independently).  



Same Book, Different Level
Dogs Don’t Wear Sneakers is an “H” (mid 
first grade) for the Instructional Level 
according to Fountas and Pinnell

Dogs Don’t Wear Sneakers is a “2R” (mid/end 
of second grade) for the Independent Level  
according to American Reading



Grade Level Reading

Type Meaning

Grade Level ● This is universal instruction in reading to whole groups of 
students.  

● This reading level indicates what a child who is reading on 
grade level should be able to read.  

● All students are exposed to the grade level text, standards, 
and assessments.  



READING AND WRITING 
RESOURCES IN KEN-TON



The Balanced Literacy Block

Writing 

Independent 
&  

Instructional 
Level Reading 

Grade 
Level 
Reading



The Balanced Literacy Block Resources

Writing 

Independent 
&  

Instructional 
Level Reading 

Grade 
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Reading



FEATURES OF THE AMERICAN 
READING FRAMEWORK



Framework Versus Program



The Independent Reading Level Assessment



Examples of ARC Resources for Teachers

Search by 
category

Search by 
reading level

Search by typing 
what you’re 
looking for



Examples of ARC Resources for Students



Inputs Versus Outputs



Inputs Versus Outputs



Inputs Versus Outputs



The Power of School Pace



HOW DO WE KNOW IT’S WORKING:
STUDENT RESULTS



What We Are Learning About Our Students



What We Are Learning About Our Students

Teacher can access the students’ current reading level, growth in 
reading, and get access to conferencing. 



What We Are Learning About Our Students



What We Are Learning About Our Students



What We Know About our StudentsWhat We Are Learning About Our Students



What We Are Learning About Our Students



What We Are Learning About Our Students

October 3, 2016

May 31, 2017Across the district...
● We reduced our Emergency level 

readers by almost half
● We reduced our At-Risk level 

readers by over half
● We more than doubled our 

Proficient or Above readers 



HOW DO WE KNOW IT’S WORKING:
TEACHER FEEDBACK



By the Numbers
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Demographic Info

78% of the respondents have 15 or more years of teaching experience.



Demographic Info

Over 80% of the respondents were classroom teachers.*



Survey Design



Survey Design
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Results
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“Strongly Agreed:”  The Top 17



IRLA vs. Other Tools



THE FUTURE OF ELEMENTARY 
ELA IN KEN-TON



ELA Vertical Team Feedback



ELA Standards



The Future of Writing



Initial Investment Materials and Resources



On-Going Investment Materials and Resources

?



ARC Coaching



QUESTIONS?

KENMORE-TOWN OF TONAWANDA
UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
1500 Colvin Blvd.
Buffalo, NY 14223
(716) 874-8400
www.ktufsd.org

Thank You


