
“The Age of Absolutism” 1550-1800 
Global History                                                    Chapter 18 Mr. Meetze 

Conquest of Latin America           (Spain the Hegemonic Power of 1500 dominates the Globe) 
Causes      Describe Event     Results 
- See Renaissance, the Age of  1519 Cortez defeats Montezuma      The Spanish Empire 
Exploration, and the   & the Aztec Empire by…        implements the  
Results of the Reformation.                       ‘Encomienda System’ or  
 
 
 
- Spanish ‘Conquistadors’             Missionary Las Casas 
arrive in Latin America    1532 Pizarro defeats Atahualpa       ends the system leading to 
with New Technology &   & the Incan Empire by…        the Atlantic Slave Trade 
Weapons including… 
 
                The ‘Penisulary’ System 
                 Based on your Ethnicity   
- Dissention of Latin American  Within 100 years due to Disease,        & Place of Birth 
Tribal Groups allowing for the  Famine, Forced labor, Slavery, & 
Success of Divide and    Warfare the Native American  
Conquer Tactics.    Population is destroyed by 95% 
 
 
   
            Creation of the ‘Columbian Exchange’ (1500-1600) 
    unites both the Old & New World for the first time changing   

       Foods  Animals  Population   Migration   Other   
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The Scientific Revolution                             (Western Europe 1600’s) 
Causes      Describe Event     Results 
- See Renaissance, the Age of              Rebellion against Church Beliefs  1633 Trial of Galileo  
Exploration and the Results          including the Bible’s proof   with the Inquisition 
of the Reformation.           of the ‘Geo-Centric Theory’              leading to… 
   
 
 
- Question the ‘Status Quo’           Copernicus creates the      
or the…             ‘Heliocentric Theory’                Sir Isaac Newton’s  

          which…      ideas of Natural Laws 
            which… 
 
 
- Increase in Socratic Method              Galileo creates the Sinful Spyglass 
which leads to the idea that          & writes the Dialogue Concerning  
it’s ‘Not true Unless Proven’          Two Chief World Systems which…             Power of the Catholic 

Church & Monarchs 
will… 
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The Muslim World Expands                    (1100 AD -1800’s on the Continent of Europe, ME, & South Asia) 
Causes      Describe Event     Results 
 

- Control of the ME,          Creation of the Deli Sultanate             Blended 3 Religions 
Silk Road, Victory over   1206-1526 AD in India which  ____, ____, and ___. 
Christians during      
the Crusades in 1195  
    
             
- Use of the ‘Jihad’ or   Creation of the Mugal Dynasty  Religious Freedom, 
      1526-1750 AD in India            Modern Military, Land 

under the rule of    Reform, Standard  
- Decline of the Byzantine  Akbar the Great who’s Reforms  Weights & Measures 
Empire in Eastern Europe   include… 
, the Mongol Empire in 
the Middle East / Asia,   Creation of the Ottoman Empire   A ‘Multi-Ethnic’  
& Gupta Empire in India   1300’s-1917 AD which Captured   Empire on 3 Continents 
      the City of _______________ in 
- Used Janissaries or…   the Byzantine Empire (1453 AD)   Rule of Suleiman the 
                              renaming the city ____________.  ‘Magnificent’ or Law 
            Giver in 1550.  Divided 
            4 Classes Equally by 
            Talent and Ability 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Mughal Dynasty 
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Rise of Russia 
Causes      Describe Event     Results 
 
- Geographic Disunity    Ivan III or the “_________”   Russia needs to ‘Westernize’ 
including…               in 1480 finally...   or _______________ & gain 

    _______________Mongols?  access to _____ -_____ ____ 
     
    - Gives himself the Title of 

- Invaded by Vikings in   - Serfs?   
800 AD and Mongols in        
1200 which helped to    Ivan IV or the “_________”  Peter ‘the Great’ 1670 
‘Divide and Conquer’    in 1560 finally…   - Known as the “Great _______ 
Russia until 1500.    _______________Mongols?      
           - P, E, & S Reforms include… 
- Needed to Unify the    - Is Given the Title of 
Population with the    - Creates St. Basil 
_________ Religion    - Expands 50 Miles a day     
causing Russia to    - Creates the Oprchniki  - Wins _______ on the ______ 
C.D. many ideas from     or…        Sea building ___________ 
the Byzantine Empire            his “Window to the West” 
including…            or…  
 

 
Catherine ‘the Great’ 1720 

      - Similar to… 
 
                                                - Continues to… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“The Age of Absolutism” 1550-1800 
Global History                                                    Chapter 18 Mr. Meetze 

Age of Absolutism                             (1500’s-1800 in Western Europe) 
Causes      Describe Event     Results 
- Decrease in the Power of the        Explain both Political Theories:              Use of ‘Mercantilism’ or… 
Catholic Church due to the         The ‘Balance of Power’  
Protestant Reformation          & the World’s ‘Hegemon’ 
Spain-Charles V, Phillip II 
 
 
- Increase of Nationalism or        1550 Spanish Hapsburg Empire 1588 Defeat of the Spanish 

    Under Charles V & Phillip II     Armada to England 
 
 

- Belief in Divine Right  
Theory or…          1660 French Bourbon Empire  Life under the ‘Sun King’ 
                          Set Up by Cardinal Richelieu             included… 
-& the Heredity of             & governed by Louis XIV  
Monarchy  or…             the so called ‘Sun King’ who…       
       
               and said ‘I Am the State’!!    
 

Built the ‘Palace of Versailles’ 
           or…    - 
Believed in  
Machiavelli’s The Prince             
which became the …    
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The Age of Enlightenment                    (Late 1600’s through the 1800’s) 
Causes      Describe Event     Results 
-The Ideas of the Renaissance,       John Locke 2 Treaties on     If Governments deny your 
the Questioning of both    Civil Government stated that      N.R.’s then people have the  
Reformation & Scientific  All People have…      Right to… 
Revolution 
              (Ask Thomas Jefferson!) 
        
- Need to Respond to the                              
Age of Absolutism. Why?        Voltaire Candidate stated that    Leads to… 
              “I do not agree with what you 

                                              say but I will defend to the death   
             your right to say it”  

- Attempted to use Newton’s    
‘Natural Laws’ to Political,         Jean J. Rousseau Social Contract   Inspired Thomas Paine to 
Economic & Social Situations           stated that “Man is born free yet            write Common Sense for 
applying the Scientific Method             everywhere in chains”      the 13 Colonists 
for proper analysis. 

           
       Baron de Montesquieu    Separation of Political 

      Spirit of Laws stated that…   powers by… 
   
     
- Explain the concept of  
 ‘Rationalism’?          Adam Smith Wealth of Nations     Economic Belief in    
      stated that…      Lazzie-Faire or… 
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The French Revolution                       (1789-1799     A Series of 5 Governments during a 10 Year Period) 
Causes      Describe Event     Results 
- The Age of Reason,    Louis XVI or 16th forced      3rd Estate makes the  
Ideals of the Enlightenment,   to call the Estates General         Tennis Court Oath or… 
& Success of the     together for the 1st Time      
American Revolution   in 185 years         Storm of the Bastille? 
   

 
- ‘Deficit Spending’    3rd Estate Creates the         The ‘N. Assembly’ Passes  
of King Louis XIV the   ‘National Assembly’…      the ‘Declaration of Rights  
so-called ‘Sun King’             of Man’ which … 
 
 
- Legislative Class Division  Radicals under Robespierre       Radicals create National  
in the ‘Estates General’   attempt a Coup de Eta in        ‘Convention’ & begin the  
 1st Estate-     1792 or…          ‘Reign of Terror’ 
which… 
     
 2nd Estate- 
          Shifting back to a Moderate        In 1799 Napoleon’s  
 3rd Estate-    form of Government the         Coup de eta or… 
 (3 Groups)    ‘Directory’ 1795 attempts to  
      fix the problems however… 
 
 
- Loss of New World  
Colonies during the  
French & Indian War 
in 1765 Bankrupts the 
Economy ending Mercantilism 

 
 
 
 

 

Reign of Napoleon (1799-1815) 
- Creates the National Bank, Standing Army, 
Rebuilds ‘Infrastructure’, the Code Napoleon, 
limits England with the Continental System, and 
in 1805 becomes a ‘Self Made Emperor’.   
 

Problem 1 = England 1808 
Problem 2 = Invades Russia in 1812 

Problem 3 = Battle of Waterloo 1815 
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The Congress of Vienna of Europe (1815)       &       the Revolutions of Latin American (1790-1830’s) 
Causes      Describe Event     Results 
- The Age of Reason,   Hati: French Slave Colony     Captured, Put on  
Ideals of the Enlightenment,   Toussaint L’Ouverture led     Trial, & died in a  
both the American & French   a Slave Revolt in 1801.    jail by Napoleon.   
Revolutions, and Rise &   (only Successful one Ever)  
Fall of Napoleon. 
 
- Legacy of Mercantilism,  The ‘George Washington’ of    Liberated Columbia 
the Pensulary System, Slave  L.A. Simon Bolivar was an    Ecuador, Peru,  
Labor, & Mistreatment in the   Educated Creole who led    Bolivia, and  
New World.    Revolutions in 5 Countries   Venezuela creating 
            A Latin Union  
- Educated Creole’s use         Known as  
Injustice to incite the lower       ‘Grand Columbia’ 
classes against the Peninsular 
Leaders. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Map of Europe in 1815 after the Congress of Vienna  
 

- Restores the Balance of Power with Europe by ‘Turning Back the Clock’ which Re-installs the 
toppled Monarchies and returns Land to Countries which was overtaken by Napoleon.   

- Goal is to stop World Wars and Limit Revolutionary Ideals in Europe. 


